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TOEFL WRITING TOPICS
Topics in the following list may appear in your actual test. You should become familiar with this list before you take the computer-based TOEFL test. Remember that when you take the test you will not have a choice of topics. You must write only on the topic that is assigned to you.
1. People attend college or university for many different reasons (for example, new experiences, career preparation, increased knowledge). Why do you think people attend college or university? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Describe one good reason to attend college and explain why it is a good reason. Be as specific as possible. You can limit your discussion to your field of specialization if you wish.
How would compulsory education prepare students for their future? Include both academic and other factors in your argument and give specific reasons and examples.

2. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
In the United States, many parents opt for home schooling for their children. What are the advantages and disadvantages of home schooling? Please be as concrete and specific as possible.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are too subjective to fully understand their children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
3. Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change improved the way people live? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
More and more pre-cooked frozen food is becoming available. All people have to do now is to open the package and microwave. Some say this is making people lazy and unhealthy. Others welcome the variety of food they can enjoy. What is your opinion on the current popularity of frozen food?

Nowadays, you can talk to your friends anytime you wish on the cellular phone. Has this change improved the way people live? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
4. It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?
It is said that a visual image helps people grasp the news much better than a printed text. They say that is why TV is a superior medium to deliver the news. However, others say printed text is much more conducive to thinking deeply about and evaluating the personal worth of the news as rereading is possible. Where do you stand on this issue?
Some say, “You know yourself best.” Others say, “Other people can point out your good points and shortcomings that you were not previously aware of.” Which source do you think is more reliable, yourself or others?
5. A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the factory? Explain your position.
Your municipality would like to build a large shopping mall in the middle of the city as a part of its redevelopment plan. Do you support the plan? What advantages and disadvantages of such development can you think of?

Your university has announced a tuition hike to finance a plan to make its operations friendlier to the environment. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this move. Do you support or oppose the increase of the tuition? Explain your position.
6. If you could change one important thing about your hometown, what would you change? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
If you could ask your university to offer a course of your choice, what would you ask for? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
If you could learn to play one musical instrument, what would it be and why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
7. How do movies or television influence people’s behavior? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
Do violent video games and movies have a bad influence on children? How might they do so? Do you think they should be banned? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
How do the lifestyles and opinions of famous athletes influence children? What should those athletes keep in mind? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
8. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication among friends and family. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Married couples who watch television for hours together every night have more opportunity to communicate with each other than those who do not. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Email is as good a means of communication as a handwritten letter. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
9. Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
Which country do you want to live in, the United States or Australia? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
You have a choice between living in the mountains and living near the sea. Which environment would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
10. “When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.” Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.
“In order to succeed, diligence is more important than talent.” Do you agree or disagree with this claim? Give specific reasons and examples to support your view.

“Happy people are successful people by definition.” Do you agree or disagree with this quotation? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.
11. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students’ sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? University professors who do good research should be paid more than those who are good teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Research universities should allocate more resources to educate graduate students than undergraduate students. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
12. Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do you think people visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
When you visit a new place, would you prefer making your own sightseeing arrangements or join a packaged tour? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Many people travel a long distance to hot springs. Why do you think people are attracted to hot springs? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
13. Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
What are the advantages of eating out and cooking/eating at home? Give specific reasons for each advantage you mention. Which do you prefer, eating out or eating at home? Why?
Some people prefer beef and other animal meats, while others prefer sea food. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
14. Some people believe that university students should be required to attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.
Some professors take attendance and even make it a part of the course grade, while others pay no attention to attendance. What would you do with attendance if you were a professor? Give specific reasons for your decision.

Some people believe that students should pursue knowledge and truth during their college years. But, others believe they should gain knowledge and skills to prepare for a job. Which view would you support? Give specific reasons for your decision.
15. Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good neighbor? Use specific details and examples in your answer.
What qualities do you seek in your friends? Use specific details and examples in your answer.
In your opinion, what skills are the most important to be a good flight attendant? Use specific details and examples in your answer.
16. It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
A baseball team is planning to move into your town. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
A large department store may be coming to your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
17. Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop your essay.
What and/or when do you learn from a well written textbook better than from a teacher? What and/or when do you learn better from a teacher? Use specific reasons to develop your essay.
Some people study better alone at home. Others prefer studying in a library at school. Which type are you and why? Use specific reasons to develop your essay.
18. What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and examples to explain why these qualities are important.
What qualities should a good college professor possess? Explain why these qualities are important.

What qualities do you look for in your marriage partner? Use specific details and examples to explain why these qualities are important.
19. Should governments spend more money on improving roads and highways, or should governments spend more money on improving public transportation (buses, trains, subways)? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.
Though the situation is not as bad as in the United States, some people are addicted to cars here in Japan as well. What can the Japanese government do to encourage them to use public transportation? Give specific reasons and details.

Do you think universities should give preferential treatments, such as special scholarships and tuition waiver, to good students, or do you think every student should be treated equally? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.
20. It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.
A big city can provide a better educational environment than the countryside for children. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.
It is better to grow up in a big family than a small family. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.
21. In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.
What are some important considerations to live long? Discuss why people often fail to incorporate them in their daily lives. Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.
People seem to be more health conscious now than, say, 50 years ago. Discuss the causes of this trend. Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.
22. We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a co-worker (someone you work closely with)? Use reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important.
Describe the characteristics of your ideal classmate. Use reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important.
What characteristics do you look for in your roommate? Why are those characteristics so important? Use reasons and specific examples in your explanation.

23. In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a good idea? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details.
Should a university forbid the students with poor grades from taking up part-time jobs? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details.
Some believe falling in love gets in the way of learning academic subjects. Do you think this is true? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details.
24. A person you know is planning to move to your town or city. What do you think this person would like and dislike about living in your town or city? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.
What characteristics of your hometown do you like or dislike? Give specific reasons and some details to develop your essay.

You have been asked to give advice to an international student who is coming to your school. What are some of the important things he/she should know? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.
25. It has recently been announced that a large shopping center may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
Your city is planning to build a large park in your neighborhood. Give possible reasons to support and oppose this idea. Use specific reasons and details to support your argument.
Your government has a plan to raise the consumer tax in order to secure sufficient funds to pay pensions to the elderly. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
26. It has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
There has been a recent announcement that a new convenience store may be coming to your neighborhood. Assuming it remains open 24 hours a day, what potential problems can you foresee? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
Your city needs a new funeral facility, and your neighborhood is the candidate site. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
27. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do things that they do not enjoy doing. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
You are a high school teacher, and you want to teach the importance of doing things one does not enjoy doing when necessary. Write a paragraph or two to convince your students.

One cannot succeed in life unless his/her job is satisfying. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
28. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.
Are public figures and celebrities entitled to the same level of privacy as ordinary citizens? Why and why not? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
In some countries, most TV programs cover current events and offer educational contents. They more or less regard programs aiming only to entertain the viewers as a waste of bandwidth. Do you agree or disagree with this view? Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion.
29. Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Environmental protection against development activities is claimed to be necessary to make the Earth a more livable planet. On the other hand, humans are enjoying comfortable living thanks to the development. State your opinion on this issue supported by specific reasons and/or examples.

Some people believe that it is justifiable to harm other animals for the wellbeing of humanity. Others believe all animals should be treated more equally. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
30. It has recently been announced that a new high school may be built in your community. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer.
Some community leaders believe that inviting a college to the community is a good way to stimulate its economy. Do you support or oppose this strategy? Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer.
Your aging community keeps losing people. In particular, young people are leaving town in large numbers. What measure do you think would work to reverse the trend? Use specific reasons and details in your answer.
31. Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a number of times throughout their lives, looking for a better job, house, community, or even climate. Which do you prefer: staying in one place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion.
Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of moving to a different city. What would be a good reason, or good reasons, for moving to a different place? Be as specific as possible in your argument.

Staying on the same job for a long time and possibly for life has its own merits. On the other hand, trying different jobs may provide you with invaluable experiences. Which do you think is the path you would like to follow? Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion.
32. Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it or is it better to save your money for some time in the future? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Is it better to get a job that pays well and spend the money for what you enjoy or is it better to get a job that you enjoy doing even if it does not pay so well? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Is it better to focus on enjoying your life while young or is it better to start preparing for retirement at a young age? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
33. You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either a piece of jewelry you like or tickets to a concert you want to attend. Which would you buy? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
You have enough money to buy either a car or a piece of land, but not both. Which would you buy? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
You have won the first prize in a drawing and can pick a luxury trip to either Paris or the Bahamas. Which is your choice? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
34. Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
College professors are employed for life in Japan. Do you think it is a good idea to subject them to periodic performance reviews and renewals of their appointments? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Every marriage should last for life. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
35. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event on television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Newspapers provide a more detailed coverage of the news, making it a preferable media over television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Making a movie is more fun than seeing one. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
36. Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why you think it has changed people’s lives. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
. automobiles
. bicycles
. airplanes
Choose one of the tools below and explain why and how it has changed the way we live and do things. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
· computer

· copier

· mobile phone
Choose one of the events below and explain how it left a lasting impression on people. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
· World War II

· Man’s Landing on the Moon

· 9/11 Terrorist Attack

37. Do you agree or disagree that progress is always good? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree that being rich is always good? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree that working hard is always good? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
38. Learning about the past has no value for those of us living in the present. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
College professors today were college students decades ago. Hence, their advice on how to spend college years is of no value. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Learning about the conservation of nature in tropical countries has no value for the countries in the temperate zone. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
39. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Computers enable today’s college students to learn more and more efficiently. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of the Internet, students nowadays can learn more and more deeply about many things. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
40. The expression “Never, never give up” means to keep trying and never stop working for your goals. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
There is a saying “Honesty is the best policy.” This means one has to be honest at all costs. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
The expression “He who runs after two hares will catch neither” indicates the importance of concentrating on one thing at a time. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
41. Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some argue that industrial and economic development is more important than saving endangered species. Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
There are those who believe in spending a large sum to preserve minority cultures. But, others believe money is better spent for the majority. Where do you stand on this? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
42. What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Choose one useful study skill that helps you succeed in college. Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. You can interpret the term “study skill” in the way you wish.
What personal attribute will contribute most to his/her success as a care taker of senior citizens? Describe one such attribute with specific reasons and examples.
43. Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some people seem to enjoy risking their lives when they try sky-diving, bungee-jumping, and the like. Can you guess why they are like that? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Probabilistically speaking, you are much more likely to lose money in horse racing than win money. Nevertheless, many people bet on horses anyway. What do you think drive them to do so? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
44. Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to travel alone. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Do you prefer to chat with your best friend or with a group of friends? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
When you watch your most favorite program on TV, do you want to do so alone or with family and friends? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
45. Some people prefer to get up early in the morning and start the day’s work. Others prefer to get up later in the day and work until late at night. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Some people study better in the morning, while others study better at night. There are even those who study best while others are sleeping. In which period of the day do you study best? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Some people like to arrive well ahead of time for an appointment, while others arrive with little time to spare. Which type are you? Use specific reasons and examples in your explanation.
46. What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
In Japan, what kind of a son is considered a good son? Do you think this notion is changing of late? Has it been the same since you were a child? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
What do you think are the important qualities of a good grade school teacher? Do you think this notion has changed over the years since you were in grade school? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
47. Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small company. Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
Which would you prefer, attending a large university or a small university? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
There are those who like living in a large city as well as those who prefer a small town. What is your preference? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
48. People work because they need money to live. What are some other reasons that people work? Discuss one or more of these reasons. Use specific examples and details to support your answer.
Many students attend college to land a good job. But, there are other reasons for doing so as well. Discuss one or more of these reasons that apply to you. Use specific examples and details to support your answer.
Some people take a long walk every day to remain healthy. Others may do the same for various other reasons? What reasons can you think of that it is a good idea to take a long walk every day? Use specific examples and details to support your answer.
49. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better than other types of communication, such as letters, email, or telephone calls. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The conventional class-room based lecture is better than other options such as teleconferencing, correspondence courses, and video-on-demand over the Internet.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One invariably learns the material better in a one-on-one session than in a large classroom. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
50. Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try new things and take risks. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Some people are good at perfecting one skill, while others are multi-faceted and are skilled in many areas without becoming an expert in any. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Some people prefer a quiet living without drawing too much attention from anyone. Others actively seek for people’s attention. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
51. Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come from? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Successful people are careful planners. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some people believe innate talent is what makes great athletes great. Others believe athletic abilities owe more to a good training regimen as they are largely acquired. In your opinion, which is more important? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
52. What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
What can you do to make Japan more appealing to her young residents? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
What can the government do to encourage people to have more children? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion
53. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important aspect of a job is the money a person earns. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
“Studying hard and getting good grades should be the most important aspect of your school life.” Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The most important aspect of human life is reproduction. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
54. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by external appearances. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One can judge a person by his/her external appearance. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
The price is a good indicator of the quality. Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
55. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an important decision alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should always seek advice from others before deciding on a major purchase. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Invention is largely a matter of individual efforts. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
56. A company is going to give some money either to support the arts or to protect the environment. Which do you think the company should choose? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
You have a choice between donating money to feed the hungry or to protect the environment. What would you choose to do? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Your university has received a large donation. The money can be spent either for research or for education. Which do you think is more effective in improving the reputation of your school? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
57. Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other movies are designed primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some enjoy playing chess and other games that require sitting and thinking hard and long. Others enjoy playing baseball and other more physical games. What is your choice? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some TV stations mainly offer entertainment programs. These stations are financially independent since they have large viewer rates. Other stations offer many, if not exclusively, educational programs. These stations receive subsidies from the government as their viewer rates are much smaller. Which of these two types of stations do you think are more useful? What is your overall judgment of their worth? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
58. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses should do anything they can to make a profit. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should not do anything illegal to make a profit even if the competitors are doing so. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The end justifies the means. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
59. Some people are always in a hurry to go places and get things done. Other people prefer to take their time and live life at a slower pace. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Fast food places allow you to get a quick bite and get going with a minimum customer service. Full-service restaurants offer food at a slower pace in a relaxing atmosphere. Which do you prefer? How much priority do you give to eating?
Some plan their actions carefully beforehand. Others prefer planning as they go. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
60. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as important for adults as they are for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The significance of “playing” is the same for adults as for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Toys are as important for adults as they are for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
61. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other adult relatives should make important decisions for their older (15 to 18 year-old) teenage children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Once a child turns 18, he/she is old enough to make important decisions by and for himself/herself. It is best if the parents do not intervene at all. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People under the age of twenty are not old and experienced enough to judge what jobs are suitable for them. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
62. What do you want most in a friend, someone who is intelligent, or someone who has a sense of humor, or someone who is reliable? Which one of these characteristics is most important to you? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.
Which one of these human characteristics is most important to you, intelligence, a sense of humor, or honesty? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.
What is the most important quality of a college professor, a solid ability to conduct research, a good teaching skill, an ability to give proper advice to students, or a superior administrative and managerial talent? 

63. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most experiences in our lives that seemed difficult at the time become valuable lessons for the future. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most difficulties you experience when young turn into good memories later in life. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Success helps you more than failure since it helps you move to the next step. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
64. Some people prefer to work for themselves or own a business. Others prefer to work for an employer. Would you rather be self-employed, work for someone else, or own a business? Use specific reasons to explain your choice.
Would you prefer to start your own business or to work for an employer? What are the advantages and disadvantages of your choice? Use specific reasons to explain your choice.
Some students enjoy finding the answers themselves. Others prefer to learn them from the instructor. Which would you prefer and for what reason(s)? Use specific reasons to explain your preference.
65. Should a city try to preserve its old, historic buildings or destroy them and replace them with modern buildings? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
The City of London has the option of destroying the old houses and building modern ones to stimulate its economy. Considering that many of those old houses do not hold much historic value, do you think they should go ahead and do it? As you know, their economy nowadays is quite sluggish.

Many emphasize the importance of protecting endangered species. But, some argue that it gets in the way of economic and otherwise development. Which opinion do you agree with and why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
66. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important influence than parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parental guidance is more important than that of the teachers for a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People skills are the most important job skills. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
67. If you were an employer, which kind of worker would you prefer to hire: an inexperienced worker at a lower salary or an experienced worker at a higher salary? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
Do you think a university should hire, as a new faculty, an older scientist who is already established and famous or a young scientist who is promising but not famous yet? Please also take into account that the salary for an older scientist is higher than that for a young scientist. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
You are going to invest your money. You can either take a high risk and high return path or a low risk and low return route. Which option are you likely to choose and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
68. Many teachers assign homework to students every day. Do you think that daily homework is necessary for students? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
Some say daily homework helps students learn the material and develop a good study habit. Others say daily homework gets in the way of children’s normal development as a person. Which claim do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
Some teachers give weekly assignments, while others assign a term paper. Discuss the merits and demerits of each method. For what courses and what kind of learning is each method suitable for? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
69. If you could study a subject that you have never had the opportunity to study, what would you choose? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.
If you could learn to speak another foreign language in addition to English, what would you choose? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.
If you could learn to play a musical instrument of your choice, what would it be? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.
70. Some people think that the automobile has improved modern life. Others think that the automobile has caused serious problems. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some say the Internet has improved modern society greatly, while others say it has caused more problems than improvements. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Thanks to mobile phones, you can talk to your friends anytime you like. But, it also means your friends can talk to you whenever they like. With the arrival of mobile phones, do we have more freedom or less freedom? What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
71. Which would you choose: a high-paying job with long hours that would give you little time with family and friends or a lower-paying job with shorter hours that would give you more time with family and friends? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.
Do you want to spend more time with your family even if it means working fewer hours and making less progress? If you have to choose between doing a better job at work and doing a better job as a family member at home, which would you choose? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.
Which would you choose: studying very hard to get into a good university even if it means giving up your hobbies for a while or getting into a university that is within reach with moderate amount of studying? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details.
72. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) encourage students to learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Examinations encourage students to learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Praises encourage students to learn more than constructive criticisms. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
73. Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say that computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Rapid transportation made modern society more efficient and convenient. On the other hand, some think it lowered the quality of life by rushing people too much. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some think life in a large city is more comfortable with all the manmade conveniences available to the residents. Others feel life in rural areas is more comfortable because of the peaceful and quiet atmosphere they provide. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
74. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to travel is in a group led by a tour guide. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Joining a campus tour accompanied by a guide is a better way to learn about a college than visiting that campus alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to seek for professional advice before you try to learn how to snowboard. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
75. Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects. Other universities require students to specialize in one subject. Which is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
In the United Kingdom, college students only take classes in their fields. In the United States, college students are required to take many classes outside their fields of specialization to fulfill the distribution requirement. Which do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some believe generalists with multi-faceted abilities can contribute more to society. Others feel we need more specialists. Which is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
76. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should begin learning a foreign language as soon as they start school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? We should start teaching English in grade school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Students should spend as much time in learning English as Mathematics in school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
77. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Boys and girls should attend separate schools. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
What do you think is the advantage of sending a girl to a girls’ school? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Co-education is the best way to educate children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
78. Is it more important to be able to work with a group of people on a team or to work independently? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
Explain when it is more effective to work as a group and when it is important to work alone. Here, the work is a mental, rather than physical, work. Use reasons and specific examples to support your points.
Which is more important, to be creative or to be cooperative? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
79. Your city has decided to build a statue or monument to honor a famous person in your country. Who would you choose? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.
If you are asked to choose a person whose face will be on our new postage stamp, who would you choose? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.
Your city hall will be named after a person who has made significant contributions to the municipality. Who would you choose and why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.
80. Describe a custom from your country that you would like people from other countries to adopt. Explain your choice, using specific reasons and examples.
Compare your country with other countries. What attribute(s) of your countrymen do you want others to emulate? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and examples.
Describe a food item or a dish from your country which you think people in other countries should add to their diet. Explain your choice, using specific reasons and examples.
81. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Technology has made the world a better place to live. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Human society is improving, albeit very slowly. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should not use a car except when there is no other alternative. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
82. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can tell you a lot about a country. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? How a person is in his twenties is a good predictor of what kind of life that person would lead. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Professors are more valuable assets than students for a university. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
83. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Modern technology is creating a single world culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Globalization will lead to a loss of many cultures in the world. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the increasing popularity and dominance of English, most other languages will disappear from the surface of the earth soon. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
84. Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Some people say children learn a lot by watching TV. Others think TV does more harm than good to their young mind. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Some people say abundance of nutritious and delicious food is enriching our lives. Others think such luxury is destroying our lives by undermining our health. Which view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
85. A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in your country. Where should this visitor go on that day? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
You can visit any city of your choice in your country and spend a day there. Where do you want to go and what do you want to do there? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
What one thing can you introduce to college students overseas to help them understand Japan better? Why would you choose that? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
86. If you could go back to some time and place in the past, when and where would you go? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
You can meet a historical figure of your choice. Who would you like to meet? What would you like to do with that person? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
If you could undo one experience from the past, what would it be and how would you do things differently this time? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
87. What discovery in the last 100 years has been most beneficial for people in your country? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Pick one invention from the last 100 years that was most useful for human society and explain how we all benefit from it. Use specific reasons and examples to support your argument.
Describe one shocking incident to you which was reported widely by mass media. Explain why it was shocking to you and how you felt about it. Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
88. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Telephones and email have made communication between people less personal. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? For candid exchange of opinions, email is better than a face-to-face conversation. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Anonymous use of the Internet should be banned since it often leads to abusive exchanges. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
89. If you could travel back in time to meet a famous person from history, what person would you like to meet? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
If you could travel back in time and live a part of your life again, how far would you like to go back and what would you do differently? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
If you could change one part of history as you like, which part would it be and how would you change it? Give specific reasons for your choice.

90. If you could meet a famous entertainer or athlete, who would that be, and why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
If you could become friends with a famous entertainer alive today, who would you choose, and why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
If you could take the place of a famous person alive today, who would it be? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
91. If you could ask a famous person one question, what would you ask? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
If you could ask the president of your university to do one thing, what would it be? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
If you could ask a famous athlete to do one thing for you, who would you ask to do what? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
92. Some people prefer to live in places that have the same weather or climate all year long. Others like to live in areas where the weather changes several times a year. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Which do you prefer, living in the same area to form strong local ties or moving around to find new relationships? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
93. Many students have to live with roommates while going to school or university. What are some of the important qualities of a good roommate? Use specific reasons and examples to explain why these qualities are important.
Many graduate students have office mates at school. What qualities are desirable in your officemates? Use specific reasons and examples to explain why these qualities are desirable.
94. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays an important role in a culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Science is a part of human culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
95. Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring outer space (for example, traveling to the Moon and to other planets). Other people disagree and think governments should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of these two opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
Should the government increase its spending on basic research or should it give more financial support to applications? What is your view? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
96. People have different ways of escaping the stress and difficulties of modern life. Some read; some exercise; others work in their gardens. What do you think are the best ways of reducing stress? Use specific details and examples in your answer. 
After hours of studying, people try many things to unwind their mind. The list includes listening to music, eating and drinking, taking a walk, talking with friends, and all sorts of other activities. What works best for you? Use specific details and examples in your answer.
97. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid according to how much their students learn. Give specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
Teachers’ abilities are more important than those of students in determining how much learning occurs in the classroom. Do you agree or disagree with this view? Give specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
98. If you were asked to send one thing representing your country to an international exhibition, what would you choose? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice. 
If you were asked to pick one English word to represent your country, what would it be? Why is it your choice? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
99. You have been told that dormitory rooms at your university must be shared by two students. Would you rather have the university assign a student to share a room with you, or would you rather choose your own roommate? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

You are buying a lottery ticket. If you are asked to pick three two-digit numbers, would you like to pick them yourself or would you rather ask the machine to pick them randomly for you. Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.
100.  Some people think that governments should spend as much money as possible on developing or buying computer technology. Other people disagree and think that this money should be spent on more basic needs. Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
Many feel we should spend more on education since children are our future. Yet, others feel more money should be spent for the elderly since they are fast becoming the majority. Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
101.  Some people like doing work by hand. Others prefer using machines. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Which do you prefer, writing a letter by hand or on a computer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
102.  Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Since teachers always evaluate their students’ performance, it is fair to give students an opportunity to evaluate their teachers’ performance. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
103.  In your opinion, what is the most important characteristic (for example, honesty, intelligence, a sense of humor) that a person can have to be successful in life? Use specific reasons and examples from your experience to explain your answer. When you write your answer, you are not limited to the examples listed in the question. 

What quality/qualities do you look for in your friends (for example, sincerity, a sense of humor, brightness)? Use specific reasons and examples from your experience to explain your answer. You can freely pick anything other than the examples in parentheses. 
104.  It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support your answer. 
In terms of its influence on human society, do you think art is more powerful than science or do you think it is the other way around? Give specific reasons to support your answer.
105.  Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may choose to live in university dormitories, or they may choose to live in apartments in the community. Compare the advantages of living in university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in the community. Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your preference. 
Compare urban living with its rural counterpart. What are the advantages and disadvantages of these different lifestyles? Which would you prefer? Give reasons for your preference.
106.  You need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles (64 kilometers) away. Compare the different kinds of transportation you could use. Tell which method of travel you would choose. Give specific reasons for your choice. 
Would you prefer riding a train or flying when you travel, assuming they cost the same and take the same time? Explain which means of transportation you prefer with specific reasons.

107.  Some people believe that a college or university education should be available to all students. Others believe that higher education should be available only to good students. Discuss these views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why. 
Some people believe all students should be treated equally by the government in its scholarship decisions. Others feel academic performance is a good reason to distinguish good students from the rest. Discuss these views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why.
108.  Some people believe that the best way of learning about life is by listening to the advice of family and friends. Other people believe that the best way of learning about life is through personal experience. Compare the advantages of these two different ways of learning about life. Which do you think is preferable? Use specific examples to support your preference. 
Some people believe students can learn about other countries by attending lectures. Other people believe they can only learn about other countries by visiting them. What are the advantages and disadvantages of these two different ways of learning about other countries? Which mode would you prefer? Use specific examples to support your preference.

109.  When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow the customs of the new country. Others prefer to keep their own customs. Compare these two choices. Which one do you prefer? Support your answer with specific details. 
Some people try to follow the local customs to get along with the residents after moving to a different town. Others are more comfortable with maintaining their ways no matter where they go. Which one do you prefer? Support your answer with specific details.
110.  Some people prefer to spend most of their time alone. Others like to be with friends most of the time. Do you prefer to spend your time alone or with friends? Use specific reasons to support your answer. 
You have more freedom of choice when you travel alone. You have people to talk to if you travel with your friends. Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer.
111.  Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend time with a large number of friends. Compare the advantages of each choice. Which of these two ways of spending time do you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer. 
Some people prefer the quietude of a nameless restaurant, while others prefer going to a famous restaurant even if the place is crowded. Each has its own advantages. Comparing those advantages, which would you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer.
112.  Some people think that children should begin their formal education at a very early age and should spend most of their time on school studies. Others believe that young children should spend most of their time playing. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree with? Why? 
There are parents who believe that an early exposure to academic subjects, such as mathematics and English, is extremely important for their children. They believe they should instill in their children a steady study habit while young. There also are parents who believe playing is the best learning activity for young children. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree with? Why?
113.  The government has announced that it plans to build a new university. Some people think that your community would be a good place to locate the university. Compare the advantages and disadvantages of establishing a new university in your community. Use specific details in your discussion. 
Your hometown is trying to attract a professional baseball team to the area. Compare the advantages and disadvantages of a baseball team to your community. Use specific details in your discussion.
114. 　Some people think that the family is the most important influence on young adults. Other people think that friends are the most important influence on young adults. Which view do you agree with? Use examples to support your position. 
Most agree that education of young people happens both in the family and at school. Some believe juvenile delinquency is caused by a poor family environment, while others feel bad influences from the peers are the main cause of delinquency. Which view do you agree with? Use examples to support your position.
115.  Some people prefer to plan activities for their free time very carefully. Others choose not to make any plans at all for their free time. Compare the benefits of planning free-time activities with the benefits of not making plans. Which do you prefer, planning or not planning for your leisure time? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice. 
Carefully planned experiments are recommended by many teachers. However, some scientists advocate the benefits of not having a clear blueprint. They claim there often are useful surprises in that kind of experimentation. Compare the advantages and disadvantages of the two approaches to experiments. Which do you prefer, planning well or not planning much? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.
116.  People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things; other people learn by reading about things; others learn by listening to people talk about things. Which of these methods of learning is best for you? Use specific examples to support your choice. 
There are different ways to memorize important facts. Some write them down repeatedly; other people say them aloud many times; yet others try mnemonic devices. What method works best for you? Use specific examples to support your choice.
117.  Some people choose friends who are different from themselves. Others choose friends who are similar to themselves. Compare the advantages of having friends who are different from you with the advantages of having friends who are similar to you. Which kind of friend do you prefer for yourself? Why? 
Are you more likely to go to your favorite restaurants repeatedly or more likely to try new places often? What are the advantages of these two habits? Give specific details and examples to explain those advantages.
118.  Some people enjoy change, and they look forward to new experiences. Others like their lives to stay the same, and they do not change their usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. Which approach do you prefer? Explain why. 
You are completely satisfied with your current job. However, you have just been offered an exciting position that also pays more in a different company. Do you think you are more likely to change your jobs or remain in the same company? Explain why you choose to do so with specific reasons.

119.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People behave differently when they wear different clothes. Do you agree that different clothes influence the way people behave? Use specific examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People behave differently when they are on a trip away from home. Do you agree that personalities change during a trip? Use specific examples to support your answer.
120.  Decisions can be made quickly, or they can be made after careful thought. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The decisions that people make quickly are always wrong. Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion. 
Some people decide to get married within a few months, while others wait for years before they finally decide to marry. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Marriage after years of dating always works better. Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion.
121.  Some people trust their first impressions about a person’s character because they believe these judgments are generally correct. Other people do not judge a person’s character quickly because they believe first impressions are often wrong. Compare these two attitudes. Which attitude do you agree with? Support your choice with specific examples. 
Lincoln said a man is responsible for his face once he is over forty. On the other hand, people often oppose violently to judging someone by his/her appearance. Which attitude do you think makes more sense? Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion.
122.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People are never satisfied with what they have; they always want something more or something different. Use specific reasons to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should not be satisfied with what he/she currently has since there is always a way to improve. Use specific reasons to support your answer.
123.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books that are about real events, real people, and established facts. Use specific reasons and details to support your opinion. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Novels are not so useful as how-to books since they do not teach you as much. Use specific reasons and details to support your opinion.
124.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for students to study history and literature than it is for them to study science and mathematics. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Professors are more important for a college than students. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
125.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should be required to study art and music in secondary school. Use specific reasons to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Studying history is more useful than studying art. Use specific reasons to support your answer.
126.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There is nothing that young people can teach older people. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Young people should not listen to older people but think for themselves to solve their problems. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position.
127.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading fiction (such as novels and short stories) is more enjoyable than watching movies. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching professional baseball on TV is more enjoyable than playing baseball yourself. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.
128.  Some people say that physical exercise should be a required part of every school day. Other people believe that students should spend the whole school day on academic studies. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
Some people say teaching art at school is as important as teaching other academic subjects. Other people believe art should not be taught but should be learned by the students on their own. Which opinion do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
129.  A university plans to develop a new research center in your country. Some people want a center for business research. Other people want a center for research in agriculture (farming). Which of these two kinds of research centers do you recommend for your country? Use specific reasons in your recommendation. 
Your government is trying to establish a large grant for research. Do you think it should be spent for scientific research or research in humanities? What do you recommend? Use specific reasons in your recommendation.
130.  Some young children spend a great amount of their time practicing sports. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Some parents try very hard to help their children become professional athletes. Soccer and baseball are just two of these examples. Do you think those children are lucky because they have dedicated parents or unlucky because they can not decide their careers themselves. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
131.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Only people who earn a lot of money are successful. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Success in life is determined by how satisfied one is. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
132.  If you could invent something new, what product would you develop? Use specific details to explain why this invention is needed. 
If you could make your computer do something new, what would it be? Use specific details to explain why it is desirable for you.
133.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person’s childhood years (the time from birth to twelve years of age) are the most important years of a person’s life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? What a person can achieve in a lifetime is largely determined by the age of 40. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
134.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should be required to help with household tasks as soon as they are able to do so. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Even young children should be held responsible for their conduct, and proper punishment is in order when they fail to behave themselves. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
135.  Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms. Other high schools permit students to decide what to wear to school. Which of these two school policies do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
Some companies allow their employees to work from home via the Internet part of the time. Other companies prefer to have all the employees come to the office every day. Which of these two corporate policies do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
136.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing a game is fun only when you win. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Losing is as meaningful as winning in life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People play games to win rather than to have fun. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People can exercise regularly only if they are having fun. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
137.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should allow students to study the courses that students want to study. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should offer vocational training rather than academic subjects to those who are not college-bound. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
138.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is better to be a member of a group than to be the leader of a group. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is sometimes better to be in the second place than to win the race. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
139.  What do you consider to be the most important room in a house? Why is this room more important to you than any other room? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
What do you consider to be the most important tool for humans? Why is it more important than any other tool? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
140.  Some items (such as clothes or furniture) can be made by hand or by machine. Which do you prefer, items made by hand or items made by machine? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.
Compare a letter written on a computer and a hand-written letter. Which do you prefer? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.
141.  If you could make one important change in a school that you attended, what change would you make? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
If you could make one significant change to your university’s entrance examination, what would it be? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
142.  A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child’s development. What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.
If you were asked to choose a gift for a retiring coworker, what would you choose? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.
143.  Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation each year. Others believe that students should have several short vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
In some countries, classes generally meet three times a week for one hour each. In other countries, a typical class meets only once a week for a longer period. Which do you think is more effective from an educational point of view?
144.  Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
Would you prefer a metal bookcase or a wooden bookcase? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
145.  Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things we really do not need. Others say that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some believe mass emailing by corporations should be banned. Others find some of the information they receive to be useful and do not mind it. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
146.  Some people prefer to spend their free time outdoors. Other people prefer to spend their leisure time indoors. Would you prefer to be outside or would you prefer to be inside for your leisure activities? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.
Some people prefer sedentary activities such as reading for leisure, while others like physical activities better. Which type are you? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.
147.  Your school has received a gift of money. What do you think is the best way for your school to spend this money? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
You want to donate some money to your alma mater. Would you be more likely to specify the use of the fund or leave it to the school to decide? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
148.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing games teaches us about life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some teachers believe that the most important function of a school is to teach the students how to get along with others. Do you agree or disagree with this view? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
149.  Imagine that you have received some land to use as you wish. How would you use this land? Use specific details to explain your answer.
Imagine you have just inherited an old castle. How would you use this castle? Use specific details to explain your answer.
150.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching television is bad for children. Use specific details and examples to support your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading comic books is bad for children. Use specific details and examples to support your answer.
151.  What is the most important animal in your country? Why is the animal important? Use reasons and specific details to explain your answer.
What was the most useful subject you have taken? Why is the subject useful? Use reasons and specific details to explain your answer.
152.  Many parts of the world are losing important natural resources, such as forests, animals, or clean water. Choose one resource that is disappearing and explain why it needs to be saved. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Many wild creatures are decreasing in number around the world. Choose one such creature and explain why it needs to be saved. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
153.  Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A zoo has no useful purpose. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Mathematics serves no useful purpose. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
154.  In some countries, people are no longer allowed to smoke in many public places and office buildings. Do you think this is a good rule or a bad rule? Use specific reasons and details to support your position.
Bicycles are allowed on the sidewalk in many cities around the world. Do you think this is a good rule or a bad rule? Use specific reasons and details to support your position.
155.  Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind of plant that is important to you or the people in your country? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
Different regions value different plants for various reasons. Some provide lumber, others provide food, and yet others provide beautiful scenery. What is one kind of plant that is appreciated by the people in your country? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
156.  You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks. Which country would you like to visit? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
You have the opportunity to set up a commemoration day for one historic event. Which event would you choose? How would you celebrate the day? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
157.  In the future, students may have the choice of studying at home by using technology such as computers or television or of studying at traditional schools. Which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific details to explain your choice.
If you have a choice of watching movies on TV or at a traditional movie theater, which would you prefer? Use reasons and specific details to explain your choice.
158.  When famous people such as actors, athletes and rock stars give their opinions, many people listen. Do you think we should pay attention to these opinions? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Famous actors, athletes, and rock stars make much more money than famous scientists. Do you think those scientists should be paid more or it is just a matter of supply and demand so to speak? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
159.  The twentieth century saw great change. In your opinion, what is one change that should be remembered about the twentieth century? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
Things change with time. You must have seen many changes large and small through your life so far. In your opinion, what is one change that has affected you the most?

160.  When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some prefer to complain in writing and others prefer to complain in person. Which way do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
When you are praised by your company’s president for an outstanding achievement, do you prefer being praised in writing or in person? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
161.  People remember special gifts or presents that they have received. Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
People think their parents are truly special. Why? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
162.  Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year. Do you think these people deserve such high salaries? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
Some entertainers and athletes break the law and later take advantage of their bad guy image to make more money. Rock stars who abuse drugs are an example. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
163.  Is the ability to read and write more important today than in the past? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
With the popularity of email, do you think writing skills are more important now than in the past? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

164.  People do many different things to stay healthy. What do you do for good health? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
People try many things to lose weight. What do you do to slim down? If you are not currently overweight, just suppose you have gotten that way. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
165.  You have decided to give several hours of your time each month to improve the community where you live. What is one thing you will do to improve your community? Why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
You have been sentenced to 100 hours of community service. The judge says you can do anything you like within reason and with his prior approval. What would you propose to the judge and why? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice.
166.  People recognize a difference between children and adults. What events (experiences or ceremonies) make a person an adult? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
People often draw a clear line of demarcation between irresponsible youngsters and responsible adults. Fortunately, many irresponsible youngsters grow up to be responsible adults. What do you think help(s) this transition? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
167.  Your school has enough money to purchase either computers for students or books for the library. Which should your school choose to buy, computers or books? Use specific reasons and examples to support your recommendation.
Your school has a limited fund for scholarships. It can either give small scholarships to most students in need or large scholarships to a few most needy students. Which option should your school choose? Use specific reasons and examples to support your recommendation.
168.  Many students choose to attend schools or universities outside their home countries. Why do some students study abroad? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.
Some students are not willing to study abroad despite their parents’ wishes. What do you think keep(s) them from leaving their home countries? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.
169.  People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why is music important to many people? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
Many people enjoy going on a trip for pleasure. Why do you think it is important for them to get away from home and work? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.
170.  Groups or organizations are an important part of some people’s lives. Why are groups or organizations important to people? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
Extracurricular activities are very important for some students. Why are they so important? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
171.  Imagine that you are preparing for a trip. You plan to be away from your home for a year. In addition to clothing and personal care items, you can take one additional thing. What would you take and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
You have been sentenced to one year of imprisonment. Basic necessities of life will be met in the prison needless to say. However, you are also allowed to take one item for your personal pleasure. What would you take and why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
172.  When students move to a new school, they sometimes face problems. How can schools help these students with their problems? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
Some countries receive many immigrants every year. What do you think are the most important measures the government can take to help the immigrants assimilate successfully into the new culture? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
173.  It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or damage the friendship. Do you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your answer.
It is often said that borrowing money can easily become a bad habit that would ruin one’s life. Do you think there is truth to it? Why or why not? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your answer.
174.  Every generation of people is different in important ways. How is your generation different from your parents’ generation? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
When you compare today’s youngsters with senior citizens, what differences stand out most? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
175.  Some students like classes where teachers lecture (do all of the talking) in class. Other students prefer classes where the students do some of the talking. Which type of class do you prefer? Give specific reasons and details to support your choice.
If the instructor simply lectures to the students through the class, more materials can be covered. On the other hand, class discussions may deepen the students’ understanding. Which type of class do you prefer? Give specific reasons and details to support your choice.
176.  Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or event would it honor and how would you want people to celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
If you were asked to put together a party for one of your high school teachers, what kind of a party would you have for him? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
177.  A friend of yours has received some money and plans to use all of it either        • to go on vacation
• to buy a car
Your friend has asked you for advice. Compare your friend’s two choices and explain which one you think your friend should choose. Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
You are planning to donate a large sum of money to your alma mater. Would you ask them to spend all of it for some specific purpose(s) of your choice, or would you leave it to the school how to spend it? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
178.  The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think this new century will bring? Use examples and details in your answer.
What one change would you like to happen to humanity in the future? Use examples and details in your answer.
179.  What are some of the qualities of a good parent? Use specific details and examples to explain your answer.
What qualities are important to be the head of a nation? Use specific details and examples to explain your answer.
180.  Movies are popular all over the world. Explain why movies are so popular. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
Rock music tends to be more popular among younger generations. Explain why this is the case. Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
181.  In your country, is there more need for land to be left in its natural condition or is there more need for land to be developed for housing and industry? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
At this point in human history, which is more important, technological advancement or nature preservation? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
182.  Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people treat their birds, cats, or other animals as members of their family. In your opinion, are such relationships good? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some people keep their dogs indoors as they believe it is a sign of how much they love the dogs. They are well fed and kept warm in winter and cool in summer. They are no longer treated like their ancestors; i.e. wolves. In your opinion, is such treatment good? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
183.  Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made. What have you learned about a country from watching its movies? Use specific examples and details to support your response.
Foreign countries manufacture goods differently. What have you learned about a country from their products? Use specific examples and details to support your response.
184.  Some students prefer to study alone. Others prefer to study with a group of students. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
Some athletes perform better when there are not many spectators, while others show much better performances in front of a large audience. Which type are you more like even though you may not be an athlete? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
185.  You have enough money to purchase either a house or a business. Which would you choose to buy? Give specific reasons to explain your choice.
You have enough money to start a business. Would you invest it in a business and try to make even more money or would you just keep it in the bank? Give specific reasons to explain your choice.
