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Random Tasks and Conversation Questions
1. Your father is quite popular among young ladies, and he dates them often. Would you be happy for your father or sorry for your mother?

2. What are some advantages of being a dog as opposed to being a human?

3. A 53 year-old man says to you, “So, you are 24 years old. How come your Japanese is so good? You only learned to use it 20 years ago, right?” How would you respond to this? Jokes accepted.

4. Animals kill each other all the time. Why is it bad if humans killed each other?

5. Do you want to live near the sea or the mountains? Why?

6. What video game do you like best? (Or, what TV program do you like best?) Why?

7. What problems do you foresee with lowering the voting age to 18?

8. Should high school education be made compulsory as in the United States?

9. Are mothers better care takers of children than fathers?

10. Should college students be required to learn a second foreign language?

11. What do you like about Kyoto?

12. What do you not like about Kyoto University?

13. What do you, or students in general, mean when you/they say “an interesting class?”
14. Give two examples of good lies.

15. Should college professors be required to stay in the office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. or for 8 hours a day?

16. It is generally said that Asian students take in the facts and the ideas given in the class and try to understand them well before they begin to apply or criticize them. This is often cited as one of the reasons why they excel in examinations. White students in the United States, on the other hand, tend to criticize an idea before they accept it and try to integrate it into their value system. What advantages and disadvantages do you see in these attitudes?

17. As a college student, what do you think is your primary duty? Explain in detail why you think so.

18. Name three things a college student should not do.

19. Why do you think people don’t turn on the headlights of their bicycles at night?

20. Why do you think it is a good idea to let the bicycles run on the sidewalk?

21. Do you want to have your body frozen and be revived centuries from now when such technology becomes available?

22. Explain how you prepare カレーライス or any popular dish in your country.

23. If you have to become a creature other than a human being, what would you choose? Why?

24. Explain how you can walk to Doshisha University starting from the main gate of Kyoto University.

25. What are the advantages and the disadvantages of attending a large university like Kyoto University?

26. What are the advantages and disadvantages of living near the campus?

27. Explain how you plan to use your English proficiency if you indeed succeed in achieving it.

28. When you were a child, what did you want to do for living? Why did you think so?

29. What do you think it means when someone says “out of the blue?” How about “a red tape”, “a little green man”, and “a yellow belly?” What color do you like? Why?

30. Describe the way you want to end your life. 

31. At what age should a person be allowed to drive?
32. What do you think is the biggest reason why people come to dislike someone?

33. Do you think cloning animals, including human beings, should be allowed? Why do you or do you not think so? Please give your reasons.

34. Explain your views on racial discrimination. Do you think it is inevitable? Do you think racial segregation works well in some cases? What is the most decisive factor that leads to racial discrimination? And, anything else you want to say.

35. Your friend has just failed in an entrance examination? What would you say to him/her? Pretend your partner is that friend.

36. Time is money. But, come up with reasons why time is NOT money.
37. What is the relationship between science and religion?
38. How do you feel about a smoking ban on campus? Is it fair or unfair to the smokers?

39. What do you think is a good way to balance creativity and routine procedures?

40. What are the advantages and disadvantages of going to graduate school?
41. What if you could live for centuries? What are good and bad about it?
42. How tall would you want to be if you could choose any height you like? What would you do with the newly acquired height?
43. Spending money to care for old people is absolutely a good idea. However, should they be helped at the expense of good education to young people? What would be your policy if you were the finance minister?

44. Whose fault is it that the birth rate is so small in Japan?

45. Think of a good way or argument to convince grade school children that mathematics is important.

46. Do you think a genuine friendship, but not a love affair, is possible between a man and a woman?
47. What do you do to impress your friends of the same sex? What do you do to impress your friends of the opposite sex?

48. If an alien commander asked you to recommend either a Japanese person or an American person as a representative sample of human beings, which would you pick and why?

49. What might Kyoto University students not be able to do better than high school graduates?
50. Give an example of a situation where too much comfort is not good for you.
51. What do you think is(are) Prime Minister Fukuda’s problem(s)?
52. People often say Kyoto University is becoming another Tokyo University. How do you feel about this? Do you agree it is the case?
53. Most of the current laws existed when you were born. In other words, you did not have a chance to participate in the process of setting them. Some legal experts argue that we do not have to obey them on this ground. What is your opinion?

54. Too many parents refuse to pay for their children’s lunch provided at school. What measure do you think local governments should take?

55. Compare printed novels with keitai novels. What do you think is the draw of keitai novels?
56. How would you define a good citizen? Name at least three things a good citizen should do.

57. How does your mobile phone play an integral part in your life?

58. There are countries where drinking is illegal. How do you feel about one’s right to drink and smoke?

59. Do you think cloning a human is a good idea? Why or why not?

60. Take turns in telling your partner what your hometown is like.

61. What do you think is a trigger for people to kill themselves?
62. Too many youngsters today do not have a permanent job. What do you think is causing this problem? Is it a problem to begin with?

63. Studies show that about 30% of young people in Japan rarely consume alcoholic beverages. Your take on this?

64. What is your personal wish for the future?
65. In what respect(s) are you like your parents?

66. When you compare Japan and the United States, what characteristics of the latter stand out?

67. What routine do you have in the morning? You can either describe one thing you do in detail or enumerate the things you do in the sequence you do them.

68. Are you more interested in living things or inanimate objects? Why?

69. In your opinion, do you need words to form an opinion?

70. What do you think you can do to increase your range of possibilities?

71. What if the capital moved to Nagoya? What are the advantages and the disadvantages?
72. Give directions to go from the main gate of Yoshida Minami Campus to Demachiyanagi Station.
73. What if humans could never lie?

74. Try to convince your partner to come to your birthday party. Give as many good reasons as possible for your partner to do so.
75. How can you typically tell if someone is lying?

76. Come up with a big lie that both you and your partner can enjoy? Exchange a few of them.

77. Describe the differences between Kyoto and Tokyo? If you do not know enough about Tokyo, just guess.
78. Did you do something special for your mother on Mother’s Day? Why or why not?

79. When you have an appointment with your friends, how late is too late for them to arrive? Give your reasons for that.

80. Why do you think we Japanese appreciate natural beauty more than the Americans?
81. What are the merits of TV? Do you watch TV? Why or why not?
82. When you see a movie, which do you like better, a comedy or a tragedy? Why?
83. If you can be any fish, what do you want to be? Why?
84. Eating and sleeping, which do you like better? Why?
85. What kind of a lecture makes you fall asleep? Is it the lecturer’s fault, or is it yours?
86. There are so many classes you can choose from at Kyoto University. Some say there are too many. Is there any class you think we do not need? Is there any you wish we had?
87. What would you say to your friend to console him/her if he/she has just failed to land the job he/she wanted?
88. Do you think part-time jobs are good as they help you experience the real world? Do you think part-time jobs are harmful as they deprive you of time to study? Where do you stand on this issue?
89. Tell your partner why he/she should not give up studying English easily.
90. One day I saw a guy running like crazy on the campus, he was ...... (Continue the story to make it your own version.)
91. Which do you fear more and why, a human or a tiger?
92. Explain why you think you should be grateful to your parents. Also explain why your parents should be grateful to you.
93. I am glad I am not Mr. AOTANI because ... (Continue the statement to make it your own version.)
94. Some students attend college to have a lucrative career? What are the advantages and disadvantages of this attitude?
95. “Don’t take life too seriously. You would not get out of it alive anyways.” What does this mean? What do you have to say about it? You can joke about it or make serious comments.
96. Enumerate the things you can do to prepare yourself for the real world. Don’t fail to provide specific reasons to do them.
97. If you have to change your major, what would you switch it to? Why?
98. Do you or do you not want to own a car? Explain the reason for your answer.
99. How do you justify capital punishment? What are some potential reasons why it may have to be abolished?
100.  Why do you think Prime Minister Fukuda is so unpopular now?
101.  Come up with at least two good reasons to go to graduate school. Also give at least two reasons not to.
102.  If you are asked to nominate someone for a statue, who would it be? Why?
103.  What do you think is one major mental difference between you and a typical Olympic athlete?
104.  If you could be an Olympic athlete, which event would you pick? Why is it your favorite?
105.  Try to convince your friend that he/she should study abroad. Discuss as many advantages of studying abroad as you can come up with.
106.  Why do you think you or many people, if not yourself, like shopping? Come up with a potential explanation.
107.  What is wrong with going to college to land a good job? It appears that is what many people do, does it not?
108.  What do you think is true courage? Explain with specific examples.
109.  If you had to choose between working as a teacher and working as a manager, which would you prefer? Why is it more desirable?
110.  Some people enjoy thinking about their wild dreams, while others get depressed when they think about unrealizable dreams. Which type are you? Why?
111.  If you could become an invisible man, where would you go and what would you do first?
112.  How do you decide what to eat for dinner? Is it a good system? Can you think of a better way?
113.  In your opinion, what are the major differences between friends and sweethearts? Which are more important to you?
114.  What three words represent life for you? Why? Are they specific to you or do they apply to other people as well?
115.  I think a lot of paper is wasted at Kyoto University. What do you think we should do about this?
116.  Explain how you make a plain omelet.
117.  Try to convince your partner that he/she should practice English conversation with you even outside the classroom. Give reasons why you should both need to practice outside the classroom and also why it should be the same two of you.
118.  Try to explain your field of specialization to a complete layman such as your grandmother.
119.  Why do you think you mother married your father? Why do you think your father married your mother?
120.  Of all the countries you have not visited, which country intrigues you most? Why are you interested in that country?
121.  People sometimes tell a lie as they feel it is an effective tool. Give a specific example where lying is actually helpful.
122.  Tell your partner why he/she should be honest to others.
123.  Why does the United States attract so many international students?
124.  Which country would you like to visit more, Korea or China?
125.  Describe your dream academic advisor? What are the qualities you would look for in him/her?
126.  What do you think is the best way to lose weight? Why?
127.  Explain why you were able to pass the entrance examination. Please be specific in your explanation.
128.  Do you want to be Tiger Woods or do you want to be Ichiro? Which life do you think is more exciting?
129.  Your partner is hot-tempered. Give your advice to control his/her temper?
130.  What would you tell your parents if they tell you they want a divorce?
131.  Compare the advantages and disadvantages of living with your parents. Would you live with them after you graduate if you could?
132.  What do you think Japan can do to attract talented immigrants? Be as specific as possible.
133.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of living in a big city? Is Kyoto a big city by your standard?
134.  Explain how you prepare makizushi to your partner.
135.  Do you think animals have the same right to live happily as the humans? Why or why not?
136.  How would Japan change in ten years? Think in terms of the general aging of Japanese society and its economy.
137.  What do you think is the leading cause of homelessness in big cities in Japan?
138.  You can buy one electrical appliance. What would it be? Why?
139.  What do you think it is like to live in a country where you can not speak the language?
140.  What one thing do you want to achieve this summer? Why?

141.  Explain why you think people in Japan do not work as diligently as they did before?

142.  Do you think there is any truth to the rumor that most politicians and corporate heads have ties with the underworld?

143.  If money is no object, how would you decorate your room? Why do you want to decorate your room that way?

144.  Why do you think Americans say it is raining cats and dogs? Both serious and not so serious explanations are accepted.

145.  What are potential reasons why teachers should have their own children to teach well? 
146.  Do you want to be a politician? Give your personal reasons.
147.  What color appeals to you most? Why?
148.  Describe your grandfather to your partner.
149.  Why do you think women generally have a sweet tooth, or why do you think people tend to believe so?
150.  How do you childproof a garden pond?
151.  Who do you think is the smartest historical figure? Why do you think so?
152.  Pretend your partner is 10 years old and try to convince him that learning Kanji is important.
153.  Share your summer plan(s) with your partner. What are you planning to do that you can not do during the regular semester?
154.  Describe the shape of Kyoto Tower to your partner. Do you know what it is shaped after? Why do you think it was built?
155.  How do you think you would feel or how did you feel when you turn/turned thirty? 
156.  Do you prefer speaking, over lunch, with someone who you respect or someone who you like?
157.  Do you feel you are in the right field? Explain why you do or do not think so.
158.  Explain how you choose a good book.
159.  What do you expect from our new president Dr. Matsumoto?
160.  If you compare where you live with your hometown, what differences stand out most?
161.  Whose fault is it that so many parents do not pay for their children’s lunch provided at school? Why do you think they do not pay?
162.  Why do you think some people fear that a black cat may bring bad luck?
163.  How do you feel/think Kyoto University students are different from average college students?
164.  What if you found out you were adopted?
165.  Describe 銭湯 to an international student.
166.  What advice would you give to high school students studying to get into Kyoto University?
167.  Come up with three good reasons to learn to play tennis.
168.  Pretend that your partner is a financial advisor and ask questions about financial matters.
169.  What if there is a merger of Kyoto University and Osaka University?
170.  Talk about the possible advantages of living in a big city.
171.  If you were to describe your country with one adjective, what would it be? Why?
172.  Give reasons why you think a human being is happier than a carp.
173.  It is difficult to (   ) because (   ). Fill in the blanks and explain why doing something is difficult.
174.  How do you think it changes human society if everyone had the same IQ?
175.  Do you think it is possible for members of opposite sexes to be very close friends without falling in love at all?
176.  Compare a carp and a human being. Which do you think is happier? Why do you think so?
177.  Pretend your partner is your boss and ask him to give you a day off to take TOEFL. You have to come up with a convincing/compelling reason to do so.
178.  If you are to describe “サークル” to a new international student, what would you say?
179.  Give one reason why you like your hometown better than Kyoto. If you are from Kyoto, come up with one reason to move to Tokyo.
180.  Look up! A shooting star! What would you wish will happen to you?
181.  Pretend you are a police officer and give directions to your partner to go from the main gate of Kyoto University to Keihan Demachiyanagi Station. If you do not know where it is, try any station or place you are familiar with.
182.  How do you feel about an open-air bath in general? Have you ever tried one? Discuss this with your partner.
183.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of women’s universities? 
184.  Describe the difference(s) between Kyoto and other major cities in Japan with populations of over a million. What is your perception?
185.  If you are to give some tips to study for the entrance examination of Kyoto University, what would you talk about?
186.  Give one thing that requires a strong discipline and explain why and how it does so.
187.  What should one do to prepare himself/herself for a career as a high school teacher?
188.  What name would you like to give to your child? Why?
189.  Explain how you prepare curry rice?（注：カレーライスには様々な言い方有り。）
190.  Define, describe, or explain happiness in your own words.
191.  What is the most dangerous thing in your room/apartment/house? Why is it the most dangerous?
192.  Try to convince your partner that he/she should become a bureaucrat.
193.  Discuss the importance of financial security.
194.  Tell your partner how being a part of the work force differs from being a student.
195.  What should the government do to encourage people to work hard?
196.  What do you think people think of Kyoto University students?
197.  Why do people love what they call “おばかキャラ”?
198.  Explain what you think are the five most important duties a police officer performs.
199.  Describe a crazy behavior people may exhibit on the street.
200.  What should high school students not do while preparing for a college entrance examination?
201.  Try to explain how a bicycle works; i.e. how you can ride it and move forward.
202.  Give reasons why you should have a part-time job as well as reasons why you should not have one.
203.  Why do you think young people are full of hopes and dreams? Is there a dream that you once had but no longer have? Why did you have that dream? Why did you abandon it?
204.  How would the world change if there were no college education? What problems might arise?
205.  There are far fewer sparrows now than, say, 30 years ago. Why do you think it is the case? Are there other creatures that have decreased in number significantly since your childhood? Why do you think that happened?
206.  What qualities do you think an angel has?
207.  What would happen if people turned green when they lie?
208.  If Kyoto University wants to attract bright high school graduates, what should they do?
209.  Pretend you are an optimist and say as many optimistic things about Japan’s future as you can.
210.  What do you think people live for? Why?
211.  Compare Japanese food with Chinese food. What characteristics stand out for each?
212.  Why do you think so many people choose to get a temporary position as opposed to a permanent position?（派遣やアルバイトと正規社員）
213.  Do you think a genuine friendship is possible between the workers of rival companies? Why or why not?
214.  What suggestions do you have for a professor who wants to improve his teaching?
215.  Explain the meaning of “閑話休題” to your partner.
216.  Which is worse, lack of sleep or lack of food?
217.  Ask your partner what he/she is hoping to do with a college degree.
218.  Take turns in describing this symbol. ◘ One way is to explain how one would draw it.
219.  If you had an extra hand, how would you use it? 
220.  Why do you think boys are more likely to prefer the colors blue and green than girls?
221.  Why do you think many parents want their children to become doctors?
222.  “Global warming is global warning.” Provide your own interpretation of this statement.
223.  Describe the 〒 symbol. You should first describe what it looks like and then explain what it stands for.

224.  What are or do you think are the attractions of sky diving?
225.  Try to convince or persuade your partner to work abroad as a volunteer for a year before graduating from college.
226.  What bathroom, where you take a bath, accidents can you think of? Describe the accidents and explain how they could be prevented.
227.  Your partner has just lost a parent. Try to console him/her and help him/her to deal with it with a positive attitude.
228.  Why are some people religious while others are not?
229.  What if you had to spend a year abroad to fulfill the degree requirement?
230.  Are musicians having more fun than business people?
231.  What are some of the reasons people choose to adopt a child? 
232.  Give examples of people’s behaviors which are considered anti-social. Explain in detail what the problem(s) is/are.
233.  It is very difficult to become a world renowned scientist. It is also very difficult to become a famous singer. Why do you think young people tend to be more excited about famous singers than well-known scientists?
234.  Do you think your parents are more likely to support or to not support a plan to build a large shopping mall in your hometown? Why?
235.  As Japan’s population age, people fear that public support for education will decline considerably. What are some reasons to believe and not to believe this will be the case?
236.  Whose fault is it that drunk driving has seemingly become so prevalent in Japan? Or, just discuss the possible causes of this trend.
237.  What in your home do you think may be surprising to the outsiders? Explain why you think so.
238.  Why do you think many people fear the snakes?
239.  Come up with one thing your friends can do to make you happy. Why would it make you happy?
240.  Try to convince your partner that drug testing of all the members of Kyoto University community is a good idea.
241.  Many people do a better job when they are being watched. This is known as the audience effect. What do you think is/are the reason/reasons for this phenomenon?
242.  Why do you think some people are religious while others are not?
243.  Explain what you think a typical temple looks like.
244.  What are the important features of a good restaurant?
245.  Praise and/or criticize your partner’s English. Mention the good and bad points in some detail.
246.  What are some of the reasons for a couple to adopt a child?
247.  What do you think contribute much to a weight gain?
248.  Give one example of the area where the current law has not caught up?
249.  What do you think the citizens desire most from the government?
250.  Describe this logo without drawing it to your partner. [image: image1.png]bl




251.  Try to agree on a good time to work together with your partner on your conversation skills.
252.  When people make judgments largely based on how they feel, do you think it is because they can not help it or because they think it is the right way to go?
253.  Why do you think cooking is relaxing for some and stressful for others?
254.  Describe one good deed you have witnessed a youngster exhibiting towards the elderly.
255.  Whether it is right or not, it is simply a fact that many people respect doctors more than taxi drivers. Why do you think it is the case?
256.  How would you describe the sensation you have when you put too much wasabi (horse radish?) in your mouth?

257.  What would people be most likely to do when they absolutely need to get up early? Also, what advice would you give to people like that?

258.  What would happen if people could get a driving license at 13?

259.  Describe someone you know with a strange habit? What is it and how do you think that person got it?

260.  Explain what TV is good for.
261.  Describe one kind of environmental pollution and propose a measure to fight it.

262.  Tell your partner about one dangerous animal you are familiar with.

263.  What are the differences between a father and a mother?

264.  Ask your partner about his/her hobbies.

265.  I could not live without (). (Fill in the blank and continue a conversation with your partner.)
266.  Describe an object, a creature, or an event that makes you uneasy?

267.  Talk with your partner about staying fit.

268.  How do you feel about not putting your job title on the name card?

269.  What do you know about Australia?

270.  What sets your hometown apart from other localities in Japan?

271.  What questions would you ask if you were to interview high school students wishing to work in your project? Why?

272.  What would you least like to do tonight?

273.  What kind of retirement would you like your father/mother to spend?

274.  What would you need in order to go camping, and where can you get them?

275.  Describe what you consider to be a typical life of a man or a woman event by event.
276.  Starting with getting up, describe what you have done so far today. Include even the most trivial detail.

277.  Some people study or work better at night. Why do you think it is the case?

278.  What one thing Japanese people do would you rather not see done? Why?

279.  If you could have a secretary, what would you ask him/her to do to help you?

280.  Explain how planes manage to remain in the air without crashing to the ground.

281.  When people judge others by the first impression, what do you think is the biggest factor? What do you think are other prominent factors?

282.  Try to persuade your partner to donate 1,000 yen to fight hunger.

283.  Describe the collective mentality of the Japanese now about the country’s future?

284.  What do you think the world needs the most now?

285.  Describe how to make mochi starting with glutinous rice（もち米らしいです）.

286.  It seems people are more concerned about food safety than anytime before. What factors do you think are contributing to this recent trend?

287.  A recent study showed that the color blue tends to help people relax and be creative. Why do you thin this is the case?

288.  What do you think are the reasons why some people fear insects?

289.  What if college admission becomes solely based on the documents, including your academic records, you submit and the entrance examination is abolished?

290.  In your opinion, what is the worst man-made disaster of the modern world?

291.  Why do you think people often pay so much for a piece of art?

292.  Do you feel “定額給付金” successfully stimulates the economy?

293.  If you and your partner were to do something somewhere to get to know each other better, what would it be and where? Discuss this with your partner.

294.  What are the differences between keeping a dog and keeping insects?

295.  Swimming lessons are quite popular among the parents with young children. What do you think are the possible reasons why running schools are not popular?
296.  Some men wear kimono. What do you think attracts them to kimono?

297.  What do you think is a good measure Kyoto University can take to keep the students away from illegal drugs?

298.  Describe how Kyoto is different from Kobe.

299.  Why do you think addition is easier than subtraction?

300.  Think of one thing Kyoto University can do for the city of Kyoto. How would it help the city?

301.  What do you think is the reason behind the notoriety of politicians?

302.  What difference(s) does it make if every adult citizen is required to gain proficiency in English?

303.  Describe how you would spend a three-day vacation if you had to take one.

304.  What recreational activity do you like? Explain why you like that activity and where you normally do it.

305.  Think of one good thing about today’s youngsters. What is/are the cause/causes of that merit?

306.  What advice can you give to someone who has difficulty being punctual?

307.  Why do you think people use illegal drugs?

308.  What if the average age of a nation’s population becomes 65?

309.  Describe volunteerism in your own words.

310.  What is most difficult about making people obey the law?

311.  If you compare India with Japan, what stand(s) out for each place? 

312.  Why do you think many young people are fascinated by politics?

313.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of hiring someone with a doctorate?

314.  It seems stuffed animals are more popular among women. What do you think the reasons are for this?

315.  What do you think people expect from a graduate of a prestigious institution? What are the possible reasons you can think of for that?

316.  Many people want to wear what are in fashion. Why do you think this is the case?

317.  What makes one behave responsibly? What do you think are the factors in play here?

318.  Explain in your own words what information technology (IT) is.

319.  What do you think separate(s) men from boys?

320.  Mention two each of the best and the worst things about a computer. Give specific reasons for your choice.

321.  Whose fault is it that drug use has seemingly become so prevalent in Japan? Or, just discuss the possible causes of this social phenomenon.

322.  What in your home do you think may be interesting to the outsiders? Explain why you think so.

323.  Fear of flying is groundless in view of accident statistics. Yet, it is more common than fear of driving for example. Why do you think it is so?

324.  Come up with one thing your friends can do to surprise you. Why would it surprise you?

325.  Try to convince your partner that prostitution, done by male or female, should be socially accepted.

326.  What are some of the reasons why people choose to buy a car? 

327.  Give examples of people’s behaviors which are unreasonable. Explain in detail why they are unreasonable.

328.  Why do you think young people tend to be more excited about baseball than sumo?

329.  Do you think your friends will like you more if your family were richer?

330.  Many samurai warriors did not fear death. What do you think were the reasons behind it?

331.  Why do you think many students prefer working for a company to working for a university as a professor?

332.  “The grass is greener on the other side of the fence.” Provide an interpretation of this statement in your own words.

333.  Describe 福袋. Explain what it is and why it has truly dedicated fanatics.

334.  What do you think are the attractions of rock music?

335.  Your advisor is looking for someone to organize a departmental party. Try to convince or persuade your partner to take on that responsibility.

336.  Compare tennis with soccer. What characteristics stand out for each?

337.  Why do you think some professors feel graduate education should be mandatory?

338.  Do you think a genuine male-female relationship is possible between a secretary and his/her boss? Why or why not?

339.  What stimulus package may work well for today’s sluggish economy?

340.  Explain the meaning of “オタク” to your partner.

341.  Describe an atomic clock.（注：所謂原子時計もatomic clockですが、電波時計もatomic clockと呼ばれ、ここでは後者の事です。）

342.  Give reasons why you should have a child as well as reasons why you should not have one.
343.  What do you think a typical twenty-year-old college student dreams of? Why? Do you have similar dreams? If yes, does it annoy you that you are an average youngster? If not, how do your dreams differ?

344.  How would your life change if convenience stores closed at 10 p.m.? What problems might arise?

345.  It seems more parents are killing their children than ever before. Why do you think there is this trend?

346.  What makes a great scholar? What are the qualities one should possess to succeed as a scholar?

347.  Describe a revolutionary idea that you know. It can be your own or something you have read or heard about.

348.  Discuss with your partner what you want to do together on a holiday.

349.  Choose a dish many people like and explain why you think they like it.

350.  Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of different ways to memorize English words and arrive at what you consider as the best method.

351.  Give one thing that requires patience and explain why and how it does so.

352.  What should one do to prepare himself/herself for a career as a bureaucrat?

353.  What name would you like to give to your dog? Why?

354.  Explain how you prepare takikomi-gohan?

355.  Define, describe, or explain “consideration for others” in your own words.

356.  What advice would you give to high school students wishing to develop fluency in English?

357.  Come up with three good reasons to learn to play the violin.
358.  Pretend that your partner is a career counselor and ask questions about finding the right job.
359.  What if there is a merger of Kyoto Prefecture, Osaka Prefecture, and Hyogo Prefecture?

360.  Talk about the possible advantages of living in the country.

361.  Explain what an English-Japanese dictionary is like to your partner.

362.  What if your university decided to ban driving to the campus?

363.  Why do you think people do not like cockroaches?

364.  What use can you come up with of an old pillow?

365.  What do you think is the generally held image of a graduate student?

366.  Try to agree on a good place to go with your partner to enjoy a delicious meal.

367.  Many smokers do not quit smoking. Do you think it is because they can not do it or because they think it is OK to smoke?

368.  Why do you think board games are relaxing for some and stressful for others?

369.  Describe one good contribution an elderly can make to the betterment of human society.

370.  Whether it is right or not, it is often true that justice is a majority decision. Why do you think it is the case?

371.  How would you describe the way you feel when you visit an old shrine?
372.  What would a person do when he/she absolutely needs to get a certain job? Also, what advice would you give to a person like that?

373.  What would happen if people could start drinking at 13?

374.  Describe someone you know with a strange hobby? What is it and how do you think that person got it?

375.  Explain what junk food is good for.

376.  Describe a natural disaster and propose a measure to prevent it.

377.  Tell your partner about one socially unacceptable behavior you are familiar with.

378.  What are the differences between high school and college?

379.  Ask your partner about his/her grade school days.

380.  I have never (). (Fill in the blank and continue a conversation with your partner.)

381.  Describe an object, a creature, or an activity that helps you relax?

382.  Talk with your partner about how busy you are.

383.  How do you feel about not doing your best?

384.  What do you know about the opposite sex?

385.  What sets your family apart from other families?

386.  What questions would you ask if you were to interview for a job in a company? Why?

387.  What would you least like to happen tonight?

388.  How would you like your parents to feel about you?

389.  What would you need in order to be a successful scholar?

390.  Describe what you consider to be a meaningful life.
391.  Describe, in a step-by-step fashion, how you would do forward upward circling on the horizontal bar.
392.  Some people study or work better when they are hungry. Why do you think it is the case?

393.  What one thing Japanese college students do would you rather not see done? Why?

394.  If you could have a secretary, what would you ask him/her do to help you?
395.  Explain how cars run by burning gasoline.
396.  When people buy vegetables, what do you think is the biggest factor they take into account?

397.  Try to persuade your partner to volunteer 3 hours for community service.

398.  Describe the collective mentality of the Japanese now about college education?

399.  What do you think your country needs the most now?

400.  Describe how to prepare sushi rice starting with regular rice.

401.  It seems people are more concerned about preserving the environment than anytime before. What factors do you think are contributing to this recent trend?

402.  A recent study showed that the color red tends to help people concentrate and be detail-oriented. Why do you thin this is the case?

403.  What do you think are the reasons why some people are claustrophobic?

404.  What if the entire world has gone communist?

405.  In your opinion, what is the worst natural disaster in the modern world?

406.  Do you think adoption is good for the adopted? For what reason(s)?

407.  What do you think are the worst culprits that make city streets dirty?
408.  Give an example of a legal behavior that is not acceptable to most people.

409.  What do you think the parents want most from the grade school?

410.  Describe this logo without drawing it to your partner. 


411.  Why do you think people often pay so much for a bottle of wine?

412.  What should Monkasho do to successfully convince 3 billion international students to study in Japan in the next 10 years or so as planned?

413.  If you and your partner were to do something together every day to improve each other’s English, what would it be and how should it be done? Discuss this with your partner.

414.  What are the differences between keeping a cat and keeping tropical fish?

415.  Many mothers are quite keen on making their children fluent in English? Why do you thin they are not much interested in improving their English proficiency?
416.  Some people are vegetarians. What do you think are their reasons other than the religious ones?

417.  What do you think is a good measure your university can take to make them study harder?

418.  Describe how team sports are different from individual sports.

419.  Why do you think women cry more easily than men? If you don’t think it is true, why do you think some people feel that way?

420.  Think of one good thing you can do for your hometown. How does it help?

421.  What do you think is the reason behind the popularity of Karaoke?

422.  What difference(s) does it make if every college student is required to finish a master’s degree?
423.  Describe how you would spend 100 thousand yen if you had to spend it this coming week.

424.  What dish do you like? Explain why you like that dish and where you normally eat it.

425.  Think of one problem today’s youngsters have. What is/are the cause/causes of that problem?

426.  A friend of yours crumbles easily under pressure. In particular, he/she is not good at taking examinations. What advice would you give to that person?
427.  Your university has a new president. What do you expect from that person?
428.  What if marijuana is made legal?
429.  Define or describe creativity in your own words.

430.  What is most difficult about English?

431.  If you compare Tokyo with Kyoto, what stand(s) out for each place? 

432.  Why do you think Waseda University is better known than Kyoto University in Korea?

433.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of working for a big corporation as opposed to owning a family business?
434.  It seems “Enka” is more popular among the older generation. What do you think the reasons are for this?

435.  What do you think your parents want you to do after you graduate? What are the possible reasons you can think of for that?
436.  What problems with your neighbor can you think of? Describe the problems and explain how they could be resolved.

437.  Pretend your partner is your student and explain to him why it is important to be familiar with the basic operations of a computer.

438.  Why do you think some people say the law is just a suggestion?

439.  What if you had to do a year of military service before you graduate?

440.  Why do women often say this is a man’s world?

441.  Which is better, good education or good social welfare?

442.  Ask your partner what he/she wants to accomplish by the age of 40.

443.  Take turns in describing this symbol. ◙ One way is to explain how one would draw it.

444.  If you had 25 hours every day, how would you put that extra hour to use?

445.  Why do you think girls talk more than boys? If you do not think it is true, why do you think many people think so?
446.  What mentality do you think is helpful if you are a baseball player?

447.  What would happen if the consumer tax doubled?

448.  If Japan wants to attract more international students, what should be done?

449.  Pretend you are a pessimist and say as many pessimistic things about Japan’s future as you can.

450.  What do you think people work for? Why?

451.  What do you think the Americans think of the Japanese?
452.  Why do people in Japan often think Christmas is for lovers?

453.  Explain three things Japanese people do on a date.
454.  Describe a dangerous driving habit.

455.  What should one not do if he wants to land a job?
456.  What is the most exciting thing in your room/apartment/house? Why is it the most exciting?

457.  Try to convince your partner that he/she should become a politician.

458.  Discuss the importance of education.

459.  Tell your partner how traveling by train differs from flying.

460.  What should Kyoto University do to encourage its students to work hard?
461.  Pretend you are running for an office in your hometown and give a short speech in order to convince people to vote for you.

462.  How do you feel about raising the consumer tax? Discuss this with your partner.

463.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of early English education? 

464.  Describe the difference(s) between Osaka and Tokyo. What is your perception?

465.  If you are to give some tips to find a suitable job, what would they be?
466.  Compare your hometown with Kyoto. What stands out? Do you like it or do you not? Why?

467.  Pretend your partner is your father. Explain why you want to quit Kyoto University.
468.  If you are to describe “靖国神社” to a new international student, what would you say?

469.  Give one reason why you like soccer better than tennis. Even if you do not prefer soccer, just pretend you do and come up with some reasons.
470.  Look up! A shooting star! What would you wish for your mother country?

471.  What advice would you give to high school students wishing to become a professional baseball player?
472.  Come up with three good reasons to learn to sing.
473.  Pretend that your partner is President of Kyoto University and ask questions about his future plans.
474.  What if there is a merger of TDW and USJ?

475.  Talk about the possible advantages of living with your parents.
476.  Explain to your partner what a bulldozer is like as well as what it does.

477.  What if your university decided to assess a fine for talking in the library?

478.  Why do you think many people like curry rice?

479.  What use can you come up with of leftover food?

480.  What do you think is the generally held image of a boxer in terms of his/her personality?

481.  What do you think is a good way to assess one’s intelligence?
482.  Where is a good place to meet new people in this city/town/village?

483.  Where do you think is the epicenter of the current morality crisis?
484.  The earth is doomed, and all life is going to perish in two weeks due to some radiation. You have been asked to come up with a list of criteria to choose people who will get on a spaceship to escape to a new planet and start a new world. What would your set of criteria be?

485.  Suggest some good ways to remember people’s names.

486.  How do you feel about medical malpractices? How much of it is the doctors’ fault?

487.  Try to persuade your partner to quit his/her part-time job.

488.  In your opinion, what is the biggest problem that is preventing Japan from attracting more international students?

489.  Describe one problem today’s youngsters have to your partner.

490.  Fill in the blanks with words and sentences to complete this story. Make it last for two minutes. : I wan to () this week because ().
491.  Ask your partner questions to put together his/her biographical sketch.

492.  What if you had to gain 10 kilograms in a month? What would you do?

493.  Describe Japan’s geographical features.

494.  What is the biggest difference between your generation and your father’s?

495.  Think of one thing that may encourage the general public to pay more attention to protecting the environment.
496.  What should schools do in preparation for the expected diminishing enrollments due to the low birth rate?

497.  Recently, moving to and living in rural areas is gaining popularity among retired couples. Why do you think it is the case?

498.  What kind of a person a college graduate should be like?

499.  Work with your partner to come up with three things high school students should know about college

500.  What kind of a death do you think is a good death for the majority?
501.  Pretend your partner is a senior citizen, and try to dissuade him/her from driving.

502.  Currently, it is illegal to ride a bicycle while using an umbrella. Discuss with your partner whether this is reasonable.

503.  Do you think financial independence is a necessary ingredient of a successful marriage?

504.  Other than providing water and a means of transportation, what are the merits of rivers for the people living near them?

505.  What are the advantages and disadvantages of a school provided lunch?
506.  What suggestions do you have for the people who get nervous when they have to make a public presentation?

507.  What should we Japanese eat more of? Why?

508.  Think of a situation where one gets in a vicious cycle. Describe it in detail to your partner.

509.  What efforts could a big city like Tokyo make to increase the number of parks?

510.  What would happen if a 200% consumer tax were introduced for alcoholic beverages?
511.  Give an example of a situation where you think an illegal behavior should be acceptable. Your example should not be a life or death issue. Describe the situation and the behavior and justify it with sufficient details.

512.  What kind of a dress code do you think is appropriate for college students?

513.  What would you say to your partner to cheer him/her up on a rainy day?

514.  Working together with your partner, try to describe this picture in words. [image: image3.wmf]
515.  What are the major differences between the dogs and the cats?
516.  When people are told proper attire is required, what do you think they are likely to wear? You can specialize to either men or women.

517.  Make so great a compliment to your partner that he/she will feel nervous, uncomfortable, and awkward. Make up anything you like.

518.  Your classmate is getting married. Everyone except you has been invited to the wedding. Discuss with your partner how you may feel then.

519.  What do you think a good teacher should do to maintain discipline and order in the classroom?

520.  What do you think they mean when people say, “Such is life.”
521.  Some politicians are known for wearing gaudy costumes. What do you think is the effect of such a practice?

522.  Why do you think cherry blossoms appeal to Japanese people?

523.  What kinds of things would people show off? Why?

524.  What age do you think would be a good age for mandatory retirement?

525.  What do you think makes it difficult for some people to drink in moderation?
526.  If you compare men and women, what differences stand out most?

527.  What do you think is the happiness people seek? Explain in very concrete terms with specific examples.

528.  Brainstorm with your partner about a good solution to securing employment for everyone.

529.  Come up with an unconventional opinion about the relationship between men and women and share it with your partner. You can make up anything you like. The idea does not necessarily have to be your actual belief.

530.  Discuss with your partner what the most valuable asset is for us humans.
531.  What would be a good way to educate the teenagers about the importance of birth control?

532.  What do you think attracts people to bungee jumping?

533.  Why do people go to the beach or the mountains to vacation?

534.  If companies raised the mandatory retirement age to 75, what benefits and problems would you expect?

535.  What is the difference between mathematics and physics?
536.  Some people enjoy indoor activities more than the activities outdoors. What do you think is the reason/are the reasons for this preference?

537.  Describe what kind of a country Japan is.

538.  What do you think are some of the good ways to incorporate exercising in one’s life?

539.  Michelle Obama’s approval rating is higher than that of President Obama. Try to come up with as many reasons as you can for this phenomenon. Since you may not be familiar enough with what Michelle Obama is like and what she does/can do, you are allowed to guess at the reasons including wild guesses.

540.  Explain the similarities between the apples and the oranges.
541.  Many people are fans of their local professional baseball teams. But, some are fans of teams far away. How do you think something like this happens?

542.  What are, or what do you think are, the attractions of video games?

543.  You are the head coach of a high school soccer team which has just lost in the national final. What would you say to the players? Say it to your partner.

544.  What problems are likely to arise when old people and young people live together?

545.  Together with your partner, fill in the blank with at least five different adjectives. Rice cake is (      ).
546.  Some young people still do not use a mobile phone. What do you think they are thinking?

547.  Compare Oda Nobunaga, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, and Tokugawa Ieyasu and explain how the three differed.

548.  Suppose all TV stations have closed their doors and there are no TV programs of any kind. What improvements and problems can you think of as a consequence?

549.  Discuss the possible meanings of “My body is a shrine.”

550.  Describe the current state of your country with one adjective and explain why you picked that adjective.
551.  Korean men’s average life span is about 75 years, while that of Japanese men is about 79 years. Where do you think this difference comes from?

552.  Whose fault is it that there are so many jobless people?

553.  What unusual family name do you know? Describe the name and explain where you encountered that name. How do you think it became a last name?

554.  Why are quiz programs so popular on TV?

555.  What if all professors were subjected to a drug test?
What do you think is a good way to assess one’s dexterity?

Where is a good place to take your grandparents to in this city/town/village?

What do you think is the cause of the current low birth rate?

A fire has broken out where you live. You can only grab five of your belongings and rescue them. What would they be?
Suggest some good ways to forget bad incidents.
How do you feel about bribes? How much of it is the recipients’ fault?

Try to persuade your partner to switch majors.

In your opinion, what is the biggest problem that is preventing Kyoto from attracting more businesses?

Describe one dream a typical child has to your partner.

Fill in the blanks with words and sentences to complete this story. Make it last for two minutes. : I don’t wan to () because ().

Ask your partner questions to learn what kind of upbringing he/she has gone through.

What if you had to lose 10 kilograms in a month? What would you do?
Describe the geographical features of the United States.
Find out the biggest difference you can find between you and your partner.
Think of one thing people may be able to do easily to conserve energy. Describe what it is and explain why they have not been doing it?

Why do you think those who eat less live longer?

What should universities do in preparation for the lower academic level of incoming students due to the so-called diluted curriculum of study?

What recreational activities can both the young and the old enjoy together?
What kind of a dog is a good dog to have?

Work with your partner to come up with three things high school students should learn in college

What kind of a life is a good life for the majority?
Pretend your partner is a wealthy senior citizen, and try to persuade him/her to give up the pension.

Currently, it is illegal for most college freshmen to drink. Discuss with your partner whether this is reasonable.

Do you think financial independence is a necessary ingredient of success in life?

What is a mountain good for if you live near one?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of living with your parents?

What should pay TV offer to attract more viewers?

What should we Japanese eat less of? Why?

Think of a situation where you have a chain reaction. Describe it in detail to your partner.

What efforts could a rural village make to increase its population?

What would happen if smoking were forbidden in all public places?

Give an example of a situation where you think proper punishment is in order.
Work with your partner to come up with a list of criteria you can use when you are interviewing students for a job at the library.

Describe your typical day in grade school to your partner.

Working together with your partner, try to describe this picture in words. [image: image4.jpg]



What are the major differences between those who go to graduate school and those who do not?
When people are told to dress casually, what do you think they are likely to wear? You can specialize to either men or women.

Try to play a devil’s advocate and say something your partner is sure to disagree with as a conversation starter. Make up anything you like.

You are inviting your classmates to a birthday party but can invite only half the people in the class. Discuss with your partner how you may pick them.

What do you think a good teacher should do to make learning fun and exciting?

What do you think it means when people say, “Life should be fun?”
Some professors always wear a classy suit. What do you think is the effect of such a practice?

Why do you think “ochazuke” appeals to Japanese people?

What kinds of things would people try to hide from others? Why?

What age do you think would be a good age for the right to vote?

What do you think makes it difficult for some people to stay away from illegal drugs?

If you compare horses with bulls, what differences stand out most?

What do you think is an ordinary person’s idea of a comfortable life? Explain in very concrete terms with specific examples and details.

Brainstorm with your partner about a good solution to preventing drunk driving.

Come up with an unconventional opinion about the role of a college president and share it with your partner. You can make up anything you like. The idea does not necessarily have to be your actual view.

Discuss with your partner what the most terrible thing is that humans have done.

What would be a good way to educate the teenagers about the importance of academic subjects?

What do you think attracts people to rock climbing?

Why do you think snowboarding is more popular than skiing among young people?

If the government raised the consumer tax rate to 15%, what benefits and problems would you expect?

What is the difference between a pond and a lake?

Some people prefer fishing over golf. What do you think is the reason/are the reasons for this preference?

Describe what kind of a lake “Biwako” is.

What do you think are some of the good ways to take a break from studying?

An instructor whose lectures are mediocre but who is an easy grader tends to be more popular than one who gives excellent lectures and is a tough grader. What do you think are some of the reasons behind this tendency?
Explain the differences, or what you think are the differences, between high school teachers and college professors.

Many people just cannot eat certain food items. How do you think something like this happens?

What are, or what do you think are, the attractions of Tokyo Disney Land?

You are the head coach of a high school soccer team which has just won the national championship. What would you say to the players? Say it to your partner.

What problems are likely to arise when college admission is based solely on an interview?

Together with your partner, fill in the blank with at least five different adjectives. Flowers are (      ).

Some young people do not own a TV set. Why do you think they don’t have one?

Compare Japan, China, and the United States and explain how the three differ.

Suppose all fast food restaurants have closed their doors and there are no fast food places of any kind. What improvements and problems can you think of as a consequence?

Discuss the possible meanings of “You live and learn.”
Describe the current state of your country’s college education with one adjective and explain why you picked that adjective.

The average life span of Japanese females is 86 years, while that for Japanese males is 79 years. How do you think this disparity arises?

Why do you think the world’s population keeps growing?

Talk about an unusual opportunity you have heard of.

What characteristics are required to become a popular figure on TV?

What if medical doctors’ incomes were the same as college professors’?
What problem do you think humans should try to solve together now? What would be the consequence if we fail to solve it?
Introduce yourself to your partner.

Describe the shape of the Japanese Archipelago in words only.

What kinds of people do you think wear clothes different from others?

What problem do you think Japan should try to solve together now? What would be the consequence if we fail to solve it?

Ask questions including personal ones to learn about your partner.

Describe the shape of the Clock Tower in words only.

What kinds of people do you think buy expensive watches?
